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MICHAEL FARADAY. 


BY W. EB. D. 


‘THE life of this great man is of itself a! 
| study. He was born in London, Sep-| 
tember, 1791, and died there, August, 1867. | 
Let us note a few prominent points for gene- | 
ral readers. i 
He began life as a very poor boy ; so poor | 
that for a time he had to draw a loaf of | 
bread weekly from the public charity. He 
also served newspapers about town- oe 
| He entered the workshop of a bookbinder ' 
) at the age of thirteen years; remained there 
eight years, and most of that time was em- 
| ployed in binding books. In some of those | 
‘books, in the hours after work, he ‘found | 
the beginning of his philosophy.” One that | 
helped him most was a book once famous in 
our schools—Mrs. Marcet’s Conversations 
on Chemistry. He managed to hear some 
lectures on chemistry, and wrote out a few, | 
which he showed to Sir Humphrey Davy. 
That eminent scientist was so well pleased, 
that he proeured a place for him, at a small | 
stipend, in the institution where he was lec-_ 
‘turer. 

Though possessed of little education, his 
_ letters, at the age of twenty, were as correct 
,and elegant as are the productions of mature 
culture. 

Rising rapidly in chemical and physical 
science, his discoveries were so brilliant and | 
|so great, as to attract the attention of such 
men as Herschel, Brewster, and Whewell, 
who expressed such praise as might have | 
turned the head of almost any man. And 
strange to say, later in life, the Prime Min- 
ister of England (Lord Melbourne) hum-_ 
bled himself so fur as to send a long letter of 
apology to Faraday, for a rather unciyil 
treatment, which the latter did not feel dis- 
posed to take, with yuk Wem 

Neyertheless, his modesty was unfailing, | 
and most remarkable. His biographer, 

Prof. Bence Jones, speaks of his “ marvel-_ 
lous humility,” which he considers partly | 
natural, and partly the effect of religious 
sentiments, | 

As a philosopher, his great characteristic 
was the trust he put in facts and experi- 

ments, Yet he was given to theorizing; | 
- and his leading theory, that all the natural 
forces, gravity, heat, light, electricity, mag- 

netism, even life itself, were closely related, | 
/and neal emanated from one oes | 
‘force, led the way to all his discoveries, And 
‘yet these, as he owned, failed to prove his 
theory. He shrewdly said, ‘Our theories 
are only confessions of our ignorance.” 

His great discoyery was the relation or 


Arce 


identity of electricity und magnetism, and _ 


out of this many other discoveries issued. , 
| Tn all this work he attracted the admira- ' 


tion of all scientists, English and foreign ; 


| he was elected a member of countless learned 
| societies, and in hig latter. years he declined 


1} 


| 


placeney. 


|elicited, we may allude to only one—that | 


‘The presidency of the Royal Socicty. _ Let- | ‘ 


| ters of intense praise flowed in upon him, 
from learned men and from princes, with. 
out producing the usual result of self-com- 


Po 


| 
\ 


Among the startling paradoxes which he | 


“the chemical action of a single grain of 
water upon four grains of zinc, would yield | 
electricity equal to that of a powerful thun- 
der-storm,” which is explained by saying, 
that intensity of action takes the place of 


* quantity. And from this came afterwards 


another strange result, strange eyen to those 


/most familiar with it, that enough electri- 
| city can be generated in a thimble or a gun- 
(cap, to send a message across the ocean. \ 
| And indeed, this will do the work better | 


than a much larger quantity: 
He was the acknowledged ‘ prince of lec- | 


| turers ;”’ clear, elegant, and sure in his illus- 


| 


trations. He could fix the attention of very 
young hearers. “ For thirty-eight years, 
his lectures were the life of the Royal Insti- 
tution.” 

In spite of all the scientific unbelief and 


speculation around him, he was a determined 
| Christian, and active in the chureh to which 


‘he and his wife belonged. 
_ shook him in that'respect. As an elder he 


Nothing ever | 


preached alternate Sundays for over three 
years. Out of a pile of skeleton cards, his . 


biographer bas selected one, and printed it ,* 


in full: a homily on 2 Pet. 3: 1,2, 14. Al: 
though a very fine reader, he was not re- 


| markableasa preacher. In one of his letters , 
'oecurs this excellent passage: “ We are 


bound together in the faith and love which 
is in Christ Jesus.” 
He began to feel the’ effects of too ereat. 


mental strain as early as the age of forty’. 
ic Wht gee ——=>= 7 


LS EY 


|memory. Yet’ his bodily strength abode | 

| with him, and at the age of fifty he took 
long rales one day making forty-five miles | 

| in ten hours and a half. At times he would 

| have short seasons of mental depr ession, but: 


generally was cheerful, and even happy, 


(during all his failing years. Eventually, 
‘from mere loss of memory, he had to retire 


| from society in a great measure. 


He wrote thus beautifully to the eminent 
Schénbein: ‘The wise man said there is a 
time for all things, and my time is to be' 
quiet and look on, which I am able to do 
| with great content and satisfaction.” 


In fine, he was remarkable for kindness | 


‘to every one, and in his own family for | 
|ptrons affection. ! 
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